
Living things and their habitats Progression map Year 3 

Previous Year: Year 2 Current Year: Year 3 Next Year: Year 4 

 
• Explore and compare the differences 
between things that are living, dead, and 
things that have never been alive. 
 
• Identify that most living things live in 
habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide for 
the basic needs of different kinds of animals 
and plants, and how they depend on each 
other. 
 
• Identify and name a variety of plants and 
animals in their habitats, including 
microhabitats. 
 
• Describe how animals obtain their food 
from plants and other animals, using the idea 
of a simple food chain, and identify and 
name different sources of food. 
 
• Notice that animals, including humans, 
have offspring which grow into adults. (Y2 - 
Animals including humans) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These objectives are from other areas of 
Science taught: 
 
• Explore the part that flowers play in the life 
cycle of flowering plants, including 
pollination, seed formation and seed 
dispersal. (Y3 - Plants) 

• Recognise that living things can be grouped 
in a variety of ways. 
• Explore and use classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a variety of living 
things in their local and wider environment. 
• Recognise that environments can change 
and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 
living things. 
• Construct and interpret a variety of food 
chains, identifying producers, predators and 
prey. (Y4 - Animals, including humans) 

Key learning for the topic: 

 Some plants produce flowers which enable 

the plant to reproduce. Pollen, which is 

produced by the male part of the flower, is 

transferred to the female part of other 

flowers (pollination). This forms seeds, 

sometimes contained in berries or fruits 

which are then dispersed in different ways. 

Different plants require different conditions 

for germination and growth. 

 



 Physical education 

links: 

-  

Learning Values: 

-respect 

-responsible 

-resourceful 

-resilient 

-risk taker 


